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ORIGINAL 


CHRISTIAN PERFECTION. 


In the preceding numbers, I have endeavored to define the term 
perfection, and to show its applicability to the holy Christian, 
inasmuch as such are qualified to answer the end for which they 
were made, redeemed, and saved by grace, through faith. Let 


_us now inquire whether or not, the sacred Scriptures authorize the 


use of this term in its application to good and holy men. 

Thus it was said of Noah, that he was a “ just man and PERFECT 
in his generation, and Noah walked with God.”—Gen. vi. 9. The 
perfection which was predicated of Noah, consisted in his walking 
with ‘God in the midst of that crooked and perverse generation,” 
when the “ earth was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled 
with violence ;”’ and was exemplified by his strong faith in his God, 


and his ready obedience to His commands. Notwithstanding this 


general corruption and wickedness, Noah, by the grace of God, 


kept himself pure from all moral contamination, walked with God, 


that is, followed the leadings of His providence wherever it mark- 


ed out the way, holding constant communion with Him, firmly 


believing all His promises, and steadily obeying Ths commandments. 
“ And when Abram was ninety and nine years old, the Lord ap- 


peared unto Abram, and said unto him, I am the Almighty God ; 
VOL. XXIV. 
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66 GUIDE TO HOLINESS. 


walk before me, and be thou PERFECT.””—Gen. xvii. 1. How fully . 
Abraham obeyed this command, to walk before God, and to be 
perfect, is demonstrated in all the acts of his subsequent. life. 


There is indeed but one act, his denying to the king of Gerar, 


that Sarah was his wife, for which he was reproved. So steady 


and unwavering was his faith in the promise of God, even under 
the most unlikely circumstances for its fulfilment, that he is called 
“the father of the faithful  s and so self-denying was his cage 


that St. Paul says, that “ by his works his faith was made PERFECT.” 


His holding fast upon the promises respecting the birth of Isaac, 
by which he was to become the “‘ father of many nations, ’ " Tespect- 
ing the land of Palestine being given to his posterity, the coming 


of the Messiah out of his loins, and of the future rewards of 


blessedness in heaven, and the constancy with which he went for- 
ward in obedience to God’s commands, even to the offering of his. 


son Isaac upon the altar, all exemplified the perfection of his 
character, and stamps him as the “ friend of ‘God.’ He was en- 
couraged in all this by the soleuin declaration made to him, “ I am 
the Almighty God,” to uphold and protect, to guide and ‘Somfort 
thee in all thy ways, and in all thy works. O! what an encour- 
aging example to those who would believe and obey God, in every 
period of the Chureh! Docs God “ tempt,” that is, try thee, as 


He did Abraham, when He called upon him to offer up his son Isaac 


upon the altar, with a view to test the genuineness and strength 


of thy faith ? Remember that the same Almighty God who went 


before Abraham, to open his path, to disperse his enemies, and to 
impart strength to his heart and faith, to enable him to endure as _ 
seeing Him who is invisible to the natural eye, but visible to the eye 
of the mind, will be round about thee, and will afford thee the same 
defence, guidance and comfort, as he did to Abraham; and when 
thou art sufficiently tried, thou “shalt come forth as gold seven 
times tried in the fire.” Hold fast, therefore, under the most 


trying circumstances, and thou shalt “come off more than a con- 


queror through him that loved thee.” 


In Deuteronomy xviii. 18, the Lord commanded the people 
to ‘be PERFECT with the or their God,” that is, they should 
abstain from the abominations of the heathen ohne lands they 
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CHRISTIAN PERFECTION. | 67 


were about to possess, and observe all the ordinances which God 
had established or should establish among them. No one can 

suppose that they could do this unless their hearts were right in the 

sight of God, for their subsequent history proves that whenever 

they forsook the covenant of their God in heart, they immediately 

participated in all the abominations of the heathen around about 

them, setting up and worshiping their gods and goddesses. To be 
perfect thebeo in the sense intended in the above text, they 
must not only refrain from the outward idolatries of the nations 
they were destined to drive out, but their hearts must cleave unto 
the Lord their God, and then they would keep his ordinances from 
love to His name and to His holy law. 

Thus David, while celebrating the praises of God for his many 
deliverances and manifold blessings, says: “ God is my strength 
and power, and he maketh my way II Sam. xxii. 33. 
The way that David said the Lord had made “ perfect,’’ was the 
way in which the Lord had led him in the midst.of the difficulties 

with which he had to contend, and in which perfect way he had | 
walked with a perfect and upright heart. Though the way of 
God was perfect, so much so that those who walked in it should — 
be conducted safely on without any deterioration of their charac- 
ter, yet we know that David did not at all times walk in it, but 

stept aside after Uriah’s wife, and in other instances of aberration 
from the strict path of holiness. But the perfection of his char- 
acter was shown in his bitter repentance for his sins, and in his 
ever after walking in obedience to the commandments of God. 
“For if any man sin,” and the best may sin, “we have an advo- 
cate with the Father,even Jesus Christ the righteous,” whose 
righteousness was so perfect as never to have been stained with a 
single spot of impurity. David’s life, to be sure, was a check- 
ered one, and cannot be held up as a model, in all respects, for 
the imitation of the Christian, only so far as it may be exhibited 
as a pattern of penitential sorrow for sin, and as a triumph in the 
pardoning mercy of God; and thus it may prevent despair on the 
one hand, and excite gratitude and praise on the other; it may 
present an example of perfect penitence, of perfect sorrow for sin, 
of perfect reliance on the mercy of God, and of the most perfect 
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68 : GUIDE TO HOLINESS. 


gongs of praise and thanksgiving to God for the bright manifesta- 


tions of that mercy in pardon, in deliverance from all sin, and in 
rescuing the soul out of the hands of all its enemies, internal and 
external. In this respect David was a perfect character, and in 
this respect he may affurd a lesson of instruction to that weak and 
trembling Christian, who may have been so unfortunate as to have — 
fallen by some painful temptation into sin. Let such not despair, 
but humbling themselves before the Lord, look up with that broken 


| and contrite spirit which David tells us, “ he will not despise.’ 


Passing over other passages in the Old Testament which might | 
be referred to, such as Job and others, let us examine some in the | 
New Testament. Thus our Savior, in Matt. vi. 48, says: ‘¢ Be 


ye therefore PERFECT, even as your Father which is in Heaven is | | 
perfect.” Now we do not suppose that our Savior meant that 
His disciples should be in every sense as perfect as God is; but 


he meant to teach that as their Heavenly Father was perfect in 
His unlimited sphere as God, possessing all those attributes which 


are essential to the perfection of his being, as the maker and 


governor of the universe, so they were to be perfect in their hm-, 
ited sphere, possessing all those attributes of the Christian char-— 


acter which are essential to form perfect Christians, that they 


mizht answer the end for which they were made, redeemed, and : 


saved, by the blood of Christ. In other words, Christ demanded 


of his disciples that they should exhibit in their tempers and con- 


duct that perfect example of faith, love, and obedience, which 
would make them shine as lights in the world, and thus become a _ 


city set ona hill, that through them the world might behold a 
sample in miniature of the “ glory of God,” and be thereby led to 


“glorify their Father who is in heaven,” to confess to the power 


and grace of God in their complete salvation from all sin. Thus 

they should become borrowers of all their light and glory from 
God, “ lights in the world,” ‘way marks to heaven,’’ and should 
be a standing proof of the ability and willingness of Almighty 
God to ‘save them to the uttermost,’ and likewise living monu- 
ments of the refining and purifying power of the spirit of God 


upon the heart and conscience, and thereby proclaim in loud and 


intelligible language the truth and excellence of their religion. 
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CHRISTIAN PERFECTION. 69 


In this sense they were to be as perfect as their Father who is in 


heaven. As his perfection causes him to eclipse the glory of the 


angels: and to outshine the sun and stars«in the firmament of 


heaven, so that in his presence they all “hide their diminished 1 


heads,” even so the Christian, by the perfection of his charac- 
ter, being adorned with all the graces of the Holy Spirit, should 


| eclipse the glory of all earthly monarchs, and outshine all the 
philosophers, metaphysicians, and whoever else may arise in the 


moral horizon, and thus proclaim himself a “king and priest unto 


-God,”’ reigning over all inferior animals, and also by the power of 


divine grace, over the passions and appetites of his own nature, 

| and continually offering up spiritual sacrifices to God, acceptably 
through Jesus Christ, the High Priest of his profession.” 

| In other respects the comparison fails. No spot of imperfection 

appears to sully the glory of any of the Divine attributes, but 


‘high throned above all height,” “ full orbed with his whole round > 


of rays complete,” He shines with undiminished lustre on all his 
works, and governs with an uncontrolled hand; and guided 


always by ineffable wisdom, justice, truth and goodness, He cannot 
err or miss the mark in any of His designs or acts. Not so 
man, however perfect in love he may be. From the limited nature ~ 
of his understanding, from the weakness of his physical and moral 
‘powers, he is continually lable to error in the discipline of his 
mind, and to be thwarted in his good designs and actions. Hence 


though his understanding is enlightened by the word and Spirit of 
truth, and his heart sanctified by the blood of Christ, he exhibits 
no other perfection of character than what arises from the purity 
of his intentions, and the perfection of his love, guided continually 
by the maturest judgments he may form as a fallible erring mortal, 
encompassed with a thousand infirmities. While, therefore, there 
is a resemblance in some respects between him who has been assim- 
ilated into the likeness of God and the Father of all, in others 


the contrast is so great that the one is exalted high above all other 


beings, thrones, principalities, and powers ;” the other is shrouded 
in the veil of humanity, distinguished more by weakness than 
strength, limited itt his knowledge and power, and withal con- 
stantly exposed to numerous temptations from without, as well as 
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- weakness from within himself. How then shall he stand, and 
: how shall he exhibit the perfection of character and conduct which 

the Lord Jesus required in the text under consideration? Why, 
by sie ina in faith, the following words of the poet: — 


‘¢ Unto thee, my help, my hope, 
My safeguard, and my tower, 
Confident I still look up 
And still receive thy power ; 
_ All the alien’s host I chase, 
Blast and scatter with mine eyes ; 
Satan comes ; I turn my face ; 
And lo! the tempter flies ! 


‘Sin in me, my inbred foe, 
Awhile subsists in chains ; 
But thou all thy power shall show, 
_ And slay its last remains; 
Thou hast conquer’d my desire, 
Thou shall quench it with thy blood ; 
Fill me with a purer fire, | 
And make me all like God.”” 


ORIGINAL. 


AFFLICTIONS CONDUCIVE 10 HOLINESS. 


BY B. 8. 


Afflictions are the common inheritance of all men. God has a 

wise design in this, and in all his dealings with us. 

things this design is apparent ; : 
the reflecting mind. 


In many 
it is in various ways revealed to 


Afflictions, however, are two-fold in their nature and their de- 
sign. a“ the sinner, they are threatened judgments — “ the wages 
of sin” — the “ fruit of his doings.”” _ But to the Christian they 
are promised—not threatened. ‘“ In the world,”’ saith the Savior, 
“ye shall have tribulation.” Again, the apostle says, “ If any 
man will live godly in Christ Jesus, he shall suffer persecution. ” 
The word of God abounds with many such declarations of promis- 


| ed affliction; but to them all there is a rich assurance of 
ultimate good annexed. 


We purpose to offer a few illinois 3 in relation to the bene- 
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AFFLICTIONS CONDUCIVE TO HOLINESS. 


ficial beiideiay of afflictions to the believer in Christ. We 
regard them in the ight of a school, wherein many useful sciences 
are taught. It is in this school that true Christians make their 


greatest attainments in the knowledge of God and of themselves. 
While being thus disciplined, we may for a time think we are. 


learning nothing; a sense of confusion, of weakness, of sorrow and 


trial of various sorts, seems to overwhelm us; when corrected, or | 


urged sharply to move forward, we feel our worst passions stirred 
up; then we are tempted to think ourselves injured, and made worse 
than we otherwise should be under a different course of treatment. 


To cherish such a temptation would be to charge God foolishly for _ 
thus disciplining us. We ought to remember that God’s methods | 


of dealing with us are best. We know not the depths of our pol- 
lution and depravity until we are thus tried. We have an instance 


of this in the case of the patriarch Job. He, although a good man, 

was visited by one affliction treading close upon the heel of another, © 
until he was well nigh overwhelmed, and made thereby to “abhor | 
himself and repent in dust and ashes.”’ After being thus humbled | 


and instructed, God in due time exalted him. So it may be with 
some of us. 


“ The process though painful, will cease before long, 
Then O how pleasant the conqueror's 


When Job was afflicted, he felt his i ignorance, and prayed to God, 
saying , “ Shew me wherefore thou contendest with me?” This 
is an example worthy our individual imitation. May it be indeli- 
bly written upon our memory. If this prayer is offered in faith, 


we shall find the answer in the commands, “ Be ye holy ;” “* What- 


soever ye would that men should do unto you, do ye even so to 
them.” It is the design of afflictions thus to draw us nearer to 
God, and to fit us for greater usefulness in the world. If, when af. 
ficted, we can discover no such decided advantage, we have just 
cause for alarm. But let us not therefore ‘ cast away the begin- 
ing of our confidence,” or the first fruits of our christian experi- 
ence, if we find ourselves sadly deficient in “righteousness and 
true holiness.”” We may on examination find that our afflictions 
have done us some good ; they may have caused us, in a measure 


wh, > 
ti 
{4 


| 
¥ 
it 
ar, 
3 
§ 
ty 
| 
Py 
‘ 
BY! 
j 
th 
| 
| 
° 
, 
| 
| 
| 
| | | 
$4 
- 
| 
4 4, 4 
| 
| dp, 
| Wah 
4 4 7 
+ 
al 
; 
| 
’ 
% 
$ 
| 
4 
4 
| 
| 
4 \ 


Md 


GUIDE TO HOLINESS. 


at least, to let go our hold upon the world ; we have less disposi-— 
tion to indulge our depraved nature—the lusts of the flesh ; there 
is less love and desire of human praise, and less fear of vena 
censure ; there is less disposition to revenge and retaliate when 
injured ; there is less disposition to yield to the enticings and 
insinuations of the adversary ; there is a deeper consciousness of — 
our own weakness, unworthiness, dependence, and wrath-meriting 
condition ; there is a keener relish for the privileges and means 


of grace ; there isa more grateful appreciation of God’s blessings, 


temporal and spiritual ; there is more love and forbearance toward 
enemies ; there are are stronger desires for the salvation of others, 
and the general prosperity of the church of God; there is an in- 


creased sense of personal responsibility to God for the influence we 


exert upon others, and for the use and improvement of all our time, 
talents, wealth and power, of every kind for the extension of the | 
Redeemer’s cause in the world ; there is, or should be, an insatia- 

ble hungering and thirsting after entire conformity to all the will 
of God in heart and in life. Such, we remark, are some of the bless- 
ed fruits of sanctified affliction. Let us not. fear, then, when call- 
ed to suffer ; but labor rather to be holy, and to “ glorify God in 
the fires.”’ When the furnace was “ heated seven times hotter than 


it was wont to be heated’’ for the three Hebrew worthies, and 


they were cast into it, then the “ form of the fourth, like unto the 
Son of God,” was seen by mortal eye with them, A many were 
consequently turned from their idolatry. The same God who is 
“* mighty to save,” yet reigns, and will reign, “ till he has put all his 
enemies under his feet.”” Hence let us pray, “ Father, glorify 
thyself 1”? We remember reading some years since an anecdote of 
the celebrated Whitefield ; of his visiting a glass-house and how he 
beheld the workmen patting the metal into one fire after another. . 
He inquired why they did so. One of them replied, ‘* The first fire 
was not hot enough, nor the second, and so they had to proceed 
until the glass ets transparent. ’’ The inference he drew from 


- this figure, and his desire was, that God might put him into one 


fire after another until his soul should become transparent — that 


he might see Christ as he is, and reflect his i image. Thus, dear 


reader, you and I should desire to see Christ as he is, and to re- 
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AFFLICTIONS CONDUCIVE TO HOLINESS. f6 


flect his i image, whatever it may cost us to do or to suffer. The 
fire and the knife are needful. The fire melts, refines and en- 
livens the soul’s best affections. The knife severs, cuts off 


That robs the bloom, or starves the fruit.” 


To poor human nature, we know the process to be painfully severe ; 
but it is only for a moment. It will soon be past. 
shall have an eternity to-praise God that he saved us and made us 
‘¢ nartakers of his holiness,” if it 1s even as by fire. 


ORIGINAL, 


TRIBULATION. 


BY Je. 


‘In the world ye shall have tribulation ; but be of good cheer.’? — Christ. 
Welcome alike the crown or — Wesley. 


The children of God need not fear tribulation, for it is one of 


the things promised ; and this promise is as owe dictated by love 
as any of the others. 
“ Why should I pee 

Of want, or distress, 

Temptation, or pain ? 

He told me no less! — 

The heirs of salvation. 

I know from his word,. 


Through much tribulation 
Must follow their Lord.” 


Some of the reasons for this Divine arrangement we can see, 
and others we cannot see; but it is enough for us that Hx can see 
them all. ‘ Even so Father, for so it seemeth good in thy sight,’ 
is the best reason we know of. ‘To render a prompt and unques- 
tioning submission is like laying one’s head on a downy pillow! 


And then we > 
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Many a disciple has been permitted at the last, to lean on the 
breast of the Savior, 


“ And breathe his life out sweetly there ”— 


but there are some, who have learned that this is not a privilege 
reserved exclusively for the sick-room and the death-bed, but they 
may lean always on that sacred breast, and breathe the whole of 
life out sweetly there! ‘These are the disciples whose meat and 
drink it is to do his will. They have such a full and sweet con- 
viction of * the: presence and love of God, as greatly abates their 
Sensibility to pain,’’ and even enables them to ‘ count it all joy.” 
They so sweetly realize God’s love to them, (remembering he 
has said, ‘‘ Whoso toucheth you, toucheth the apple of my 
eye,” ) that they are willing to suffer whatever he is willing to 
Every time we repeat the Lord’s Prayer, we say, ‘Thy will be 
done in earth as it is in Heaven;”’ that is, we want to feel about 
it just as the angels do. ‘‘ Glory to God in the highest, ”’ is their. 
_ song, and it breaks out afresh at every new revelation of his won- 
derful plan. Now we have just as much cause to be glad as they, 
and therefore the inspired apostle says, ‘¢ Rejoice evermore ; in 
every thing give thanks!” | 
_ But many who join in the petition, “ Thy will be done,” are 
not able at once to rejoice when it is done. If it happens to cross 
their little plans, or takes from them something they had called 
their own, or subjects them to bodily suffering, they try to sub- 
mit, — because they ought to, or because they must ; — but surely 
such souls are not in full sympathy with God. Their own individ- 
ual and private interest is not merged and lost sight of in the one 
desire that God may be glorified. The command, “ Rejoice ever- 
more and in everything give thanks,” they have not yet learned © 
to obey. | 
It is related of Happy Phebe* that when suddenly called to 
part with her dearest earthly friend, the calm happiness of her 
Spirit was manifest in her countenance ; and when questioned 


* No. 586 of American Tract Society. 
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TRIBULATION. 


about it, she replied, “ Why we have been praying that the will 
of the Lord might be done, and now it 2s done.” Was not this a 
sufficient reason for being happy ¢ ? 3 


Madame Guyon was shut up in prison for being purer than her 
church ; but she saw in it the hand of God, and she says, ‘ ‘ee 


very stones of my prison appeared like rubies in my eyes.” 


Whilst one of weaker faith would have complained of her perse- 


cutors for subjecting her to unmerited sufferings, and would have 
thought it hard to be deprived of liberty and the society of friends, 


and to be shut up for long years within the gloomy walls of the 


Bastile, she could sing, 


“A little bird I am, | 
Shut from the fields of air, © 

_ And in my cage I sit and sing 
To Him who placed me there; — 
Well pleased a prisoner to be, 

_ Because, my God, it pleaseth thee.” 


If for this reason Madame Guyon could enjoy her prison, may 


not we, for the same reason, rejoice in all our tribulations? We 


are all the prisoners of providence. The Lord is our keeper! 
Child of God, are you now passing through deep waters? Take 
courage. They shall not overflow thee; a strong arm is about 
you, that will bear you safely through. Perhaps you are suffering 
the manifold inconveniences and discomforts of poverty, and are 
compelled to lead a life of ill-requited toil; perhaps you have 
feeble health, so that every thing you do is a weariness, and the 
wheels of life drag heavily ; perhaps your sufferings are increased 
by the misconduct and unhappiness of your shildren, or others near 
and dear. Now you ask, “Can I rejoice in all this?” The 


apostle answers, “‘ Be filled with the Spirit.”” Yes, be filled with 


the Spirit, and the stones of your prison will appear like rubies in 
your eyes! 


But perhaps yours is a sharper sorrow; you have been called 
to give up a lovely child, or a dear companion, or some other 


_ precious one, whose departure seems to have taken all the bright- 
ness out of this world! You are deeply afflicted — well, if the 
tears will come, let them! Friends may offer consolation, many 
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UIDE TO HOLINESS. 


cheering thoughts may be presented to your mind, but the apostle 
is the wisest counséllor ; he says, ¢ Be filled with the Spirit.”’ 
“Now the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-suffering, 
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness temperance ; what a string 
of remedies we have here! Lach one is 


co A talisman of virtue rare 


oO! welcome the Comforter to your heart, and it will never ache 
again! 


ORIGINAL. 


LETTERS TO FRIEND. 


NUMBER FOUR. 


BELovep C— 


: Your epistle of Dec. 14th has been ivinell 
and my heart was filled with gratitude to my Heavenly Father, on 
learning that he had so graciously answered prayer, by communicat- 

Ing unto you the “ washing of regeneration,” whereby all your 
unrighteousness was removed, and yer heart became the temple 
of the Holy Ghost. jars 

You speak with much more assurance than in any of your pre- 
vious letters, and I rejoice in this evidence that you are progress- 
ing in holiness. : 

T would say to you, Go on, go on ws “as you have received the 
Lord Jesus, so walk in him ; walk by the same rule, and mind 
the same thing,” so shalt, thou be established and kept in aii 
peace. 

What you have received is but a drop from the everflowing aie 
tain: there are heights and depths to be explored, far surpassing 
all that your mind can now form any adequate conception of. You 
may have strong faith, more ardent love, greater joy, more con- 
stant peace, deeper and more intimate communion with the Father 
and Son ; in a word you may have every grace of the Spirit in- 
crease an hundred fold, for while you continue to believe on, and 
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LETTERS TO A FRIEND. 


abide in Christ, the true Vine, the capacity of the mind will be | 
ever expanding, and thus rendered capable of receiving a more 
abundant communication of the Spirit. 

So long as you continue to present the unbroken sacrifice to 
God, you will be enabled to “dwell in the secret place of the 
Most High, and abide under the shadow of the Almighty. 7 * He 
will dblives thee from the snare of the fowler, and under his wings 
. | shalt thou trust. His truth shall be thy shield and buckler.” 

“ Thou shalt call upon Him and He will answer thee; He will be 
with thee in trouble and deliver thee.’’ ‘‘ Thou shalt be like a tree 
planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth fruit in its sea- — 
son ; ‘thy leaf shall not wither, and whatsoever thou doest shall 
prosper. 

Remain, then, my sister, upon the altar of sacrifice, for there 
Bs the blood of Jesus ever floweth ; there the sacred fire ever burn- 
eth ; there the peace of God ever abideth ; there the light which 
emanates from the throne ever shineth; and there grace ever 
descends to bless, comfort, and sustain thee in thy pilgrimage. 

Surely there never was a position more highly favored of God, 
than this. It isa position that God imvites, yea, requires us to 
occupy, and only while we remain here can he regard us with ap- 
probation, or own us as His children. With the will of God in 
this respect, my own will coincides. I take this humble, self-cruci- 
fying, and yet exalted position; it is dearer far to me than any 
other, for here it is that I can, as did Mary of old, converse with 
Jesus, and receive lessons of wisdom from His lips. It is here 
that I am cleansed from my sins, covered with the righteousness 
of Christ, and filled with the Spirit of God. You remark: “I am 
often tempted to think that my faith is vain, and my hope a flatter- 
ing one.”’ The only way to meet this temptation is with the 
“ sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God. ” 

_ Examine yourself faithfully by that unerring guide which God 
has given unto us; test yourself thoroughly by its precepts, and if 
you are living in accordance therewith, exercise the shield of faith; 
fearlessly reckon yourself the Lord’s, and claim the precious prom- 


ises as all your own; thus will the tempter be discomfited, and 
flee from ‘you. 


- 


4 
j 
# 
4 


4 
Ar : 
| 
4 
‘ 
+ 
> 
\ ay 
id 
3 
}. Ag 
4 
f 
: 
rH 
ake 4 
7 
ig 
4. 
| 
AY 
rg 
| 
| 
r 
= 74) | 
‘ 


> « 


= 


- 


repelled the tempter on this point. 


| cedure he.is more likely to prevail. 


GUIDE TO HOLINESS. 


Again ; you speak of wandering thoughts in prayer, and being 
severely tempted because of them. Iam glad that you instantly 
You need not to have been | 
alarmed because the temptation, was several times repeated, for 
Satan often endeavors to weary us, and harrass our minds by his. oft 
repeated suggestions, and he well knows that by this idde of pro- 
With this form of temptation he 
will often present another, viz: ‘If this were temptation, as you sup- 
pose, having resisted it, you would now be free from its influence.” 

I know well how to sympathize with you, my sister, and all that 
we can do at such times is, to trust in Christ to save us from cher- 
ishing temptation. I have sometimes had one form of temptation 
follow me for weeks in succession, although my will constantly re- 
pelled it, and it would really appear to me at such times that it was 
presumption for me to continue to impute it to the enemy of souls, 
when I obtained no victory, apparently, by so doing. | 

After speaking of your temptations, you say that they were suc- — 
ceeded by an unusual exemption therefrom, and almost constant 
-petce. ‘This is my own experience. After passing through the 
fiery ordeal, I alw ays realize an increase of the Spirit’s influence. 
‘This should tend to encourage us to perseverance. Every measure | 
of grace that we receive will be tried to the utmost, and in this we 
see the wisdom of God, for how otherwise should we know its 
strength. Be assured, dear C., that in proportion to the progress | 
made, will be the test which follows. Let your faith, however, | 
rest always on the immutable promise, ‘ For he is faithful, who 
will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able, but will 
with the temptation also make a way of escape, that ye may be 
able to bear it.” Consider your merciful High Priest, who was 
tempted in all points, like unto you, yet without sin, and if you 
confide steadfastly in Him, your temptations will also be without sin. 
As it respects my own individual enjoyment, I have had sume 
sweet draughts from the fountain of late. My state of mind has 
been rather uniform. I have peace with God, through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and the testimony of the Spirit that I belong to Him. 

Hope to hear from you again goon. 


Your ever affectionate friend. 
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GATHERINGS BY THE WAY. oe 


GATHERINGS BY THE WAY. 


THE wWaAY OF HOLBLINESS, ETC. 


| _CAMP-MEETING REMINISCENCES. 


WE attended a Camp Meeting held near M- , Pa., last week. 
The Lord was eminently present. Necessity seemed laid upon us 
to be abundant in labors, and our God gave ability of body and 
mind. To the glory of grace we would record God’s abundant 
blessing on our own souls. While engaged, instant in season, and — 
out of season, in watering others, not only did God water our own 
souls, but he permitted us to see the fruit of labor in the entire 
sanctification, and in the awakening and conversion of many. Yes, 
scores of redeemed sinners were brought home to Christ, and truly 

a measure of Christ’s joy was our joy, as we saw many who seemed. 
to have been in paro! service in the ranks of the enemy, brought 

to surrender to the Captain of our salvation. And as I saw num- 

bers, one after the other, of these champions in the service of sin, 

brought into the altar before the preacher’s stand, and witnessed 

them drop on the mourner’s bench, pierced by the arrows of truth, 

my soul bounded up in triumph. “ Salvation, 
glory, and honor, and power unto the Lord our God.” 


THE EFFECT OR FRUIT OF SALVATION. 


Many were made perfect in love —I did not hear the number 
estimated. The work of awakening, justification and sactification, 
went on simultaneously. Dr. P. and myself labored almost inces- 
santly, before the stand in the open air, and truly did the word of 
the Lord run and was glorified. Full salvation was also kept 

much before the people by the ministry. One feature of the work 
which we observed with peculiar satisfaction, was the immediate. 
absorption of those who received the sanctifying seal in the work 
| Of soul saving. A number of those hard cases won from the 
ranks of the enemy, and brought to the feet of Christ, were 
brought by those who had first been made strong by the power of 
' inward holiness. Yes, those who are made partakers of this 
grace have their fruit unto holiness. 
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SU GUIDE TO HOLINESS. 


THE ORDINATION. 


It is the ordination which Christ gives his disciples, by the 
reception of which they are empowered to go forth, and bear much 
fruit. I particularly noticed the experience of a sister thus chosen 
out and ordained. Her convictions previous to receiving the 
Spirit’s sanctifying seal were painful. She saw that it was for — 
want of those clearer perceptions of responsibility which the expe- 
rience of entire sanctification gives, that she had been kept from 
making those personal and earnest efforts for the salvation of the 
perishing. She Saw relatives and friends rapidly verging Cernity. 


— 


“On slippery rocks she saw them stand, 
And fiery billows roll beneath.” 


The necessity of entire holiness was being urged in view of the | | 
Christian’s high and holy responsibilities, when she seemed sudden- a | 

ly arrested to see what her failures had been, and she cried out in | 
anguish of spirit, and made her humble confessions before God. 
In a few moments she saw that not only the faithfulness, but the 
justice of God was pledged for immediate forgiveness and cleans- 
ing. She resolved on exercising that violence which the kingdom ane 
of Heaven suffereth — oropeiasel the promise, and amid her | 
tears, joyfully testified of the power of Christ to cleanse from all» | 
sin. At once the fruits of holiness were exhibited in her experl- 

ence, and in the spirit of her Divine Exampler she began to re- 


| ars the time by being instant 3 in season, out of season, in saving 
souls. | | 


HOLINESS AGAIN ! 


One minister, recently from the Biblical Institute, and who bids 
fair to be an able minister of the New Testament, received the | 
blessing in a clear and powerful manner, on the afternoon of the 
first day we reached the ground. During the time we were on 
the encampment he preached twice, and his ministrations were at- 
tended with an unction from the Holy One which will not be for- 
gotten. Before he had finished his second discourse which had ) 
been an earnest effort to bring sinners t» Christ, he paused and | 
again brought forward as in hi former discourse the necessity of 
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GATHERINGS BY THE WAY. 81 


‘entire sanctification, and urged it earnestly on the church. In 

— introducing the subject he anticipated the objections of ters and 
exclaimed, “ What, holiness again!” “ Yes, holiness again.” We 
promised the Lord if he wrould vive us the blessing that we would | 
have more or less of it in every sermon. He then spoke of his 

deep regret for former remissness in not having kept the subject 
more before the people, in view of its all-commanding claims. 


“WHY, IS THAT ALL 1” 


The presiding elder’s wife also came out in the profession of 
perfect love that afternoon. But I think she had long loved God 
with all her heart, yet like many others whom God has thus em- | 
powered to stand up among his witnesses, she seemed not to have | 

recognized the fact that loving God with all the heart is perfect 

ae love. , This reminds me, of our dea sister who with several other 

| seekers of perfect love were bending in lowly prostration at a 

_ Camp Meeting, pleading for the blessing of holiness. Dr. P. in 

| his advices to another, in an earnest tone said, ‘ It is loving God 

; with all the heart!’’ “Loving God with all the heart! Why. is 

| that all! Zlove God with all my heart,’ exclaimed his own dear 

sister as she heard the advice which was being addressed to an- | 

other. With many others she had thought of the blessing of holi- | - 

ness as an indefinite something beyond her reach, but now when 

she saw that it was simply loving God with all the heart, she found — 

that she was already possessed of the precious pear! above all 

price, and the moment she confessed what her heart now believed, 

the witness came with the coafession, and from that hour she has. 
been a witness of perfect lowe. 


Our Triats. —If God hath sent thee a cross, take it ap, and 
following him, use it wisely, lest it be unprofitable; bear it pa- 
tiently, lest it be intolerable: behold God’s anger against sin, and | 
his love toward thee —-in punishing the one, and chastening the | 
other. If it be light, slight it not—if heavy, murmur not. Not 
to be sensille of a judgment, is the symptom of a hardened heart ; 
: and to be displeased at his pleasure is the sign of a rebellions will. 
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GUIDE TO HOLINESS. 


SELECTED. 


A HEART ON FIRE. 


JENKYN, the biographer of Baxter, says: — “In preaching, 
Baxter’s heart burned within him; and while he was speaking, a - 
live coal from the altar fired his sermons with seraphic fervor. 
_ Into his pulpit he brought all the energies of his entire nature. 
| He had a large mind, an acute intellect, a melting heart, a holy 
soul, a kindling eye, and a “ moving voice,” and he called on all 
that was within him to aid him in his preaching. Being deeply 
earnest himself, he wished his hearers to be deeply earnest. Him- 
self being a burn-light, he wished to flash the hallowed fire into 
the hearts of others. ILe seems never to have studied action, or 
“ the start theatric.”? The only teacher that gave him lessons in’ 
action and attitude, was feeling — real, genuine, holy feeling ; and 
_ this taught him how to look, how to move, and how to speak. In 
_ preaching, as well as in everything religious, he believed with Paul, 
that “it is a good thing to be always zealously affected ;”” and 
conseqnently, that earnest, fervid preaching is truly apostolic.” 
Hear Baxter’s own heart-stirring thoughts on the best style of 
preaching: “ How few ministers do preach with all their might! 
or speak about everlasting joy or torment, in such a manner as to 
make men believe that they were in good earnest. It would make 
a man’s heart ache to see a company of dead and drowsy sinners 
sit under a minister, and not have a word that is like to. quicken or 
awaken them. ‘To think with ourselves, O 7f these sinners were 
convinced and awakened; they might yet be converted and live. 
| And alas! we speak go drowsily or gently, that sleepy sinners 
cannot hear. The blow falls so light, that hard-hearted persons 
cannot feel it. Most ministers will not so much as ‘put out their 
voice, and stir themselves up to an earnest utterance. But if they 


do speak out loud and earnestly, how few do answer it with earnest- 
ness of matter! And then the voice doth but little 


| > good, the people 
will take it for a mere bawling, when the matter doth not correspond, _ 


“Tt would grieve me to hear what excellent doctrines some min- 
isters have in hand, and let it die in their hand for want of close 


and lively application. What fit matter they have for convincing 
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CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE. &3 


sinners, and how little do they make of it; and what a deal of 


good it might do if it were sent home ; and yet they cannot or | 


will not do it. Osirs! how plain, how close should we deliver a 
message of such a nature as ours! When the everlasting life or 
death of men is concerned in it, methinks we are nowhere so want- 
ing as in this seriousness. There is nothing more unsuitable to 
such a business than to be slight and dull. What! speak coldly 
of God! and. for men’s salvation! Can we believe that our peo- 


ple must be converted or condemned, and yet we speak in a drow- 
sy tone! In the name of God, brethren, labor to awaken your 


hearts before you come, and when you are in the work, that you 
may be fit to awaken the hearts of sinners. Remember that thev 


must be awakened or damned; and that a  MPOPY preacher will 
hardly awaken them.” 


Christion 


ORIGINAL. 


PERSONAL EXPERIENCE. 
Dear BrotrHer: — I have for some years an interested 
reader of the “‘ Guide,’ and have often found its perusal a great 
blessing to my soul. . Frequently, when my heart has been re- 


_freshed, and my soul warmed with the love of God, I have felt a 


wish to commune with the readers of the “ Guide.”’ The subject 
to which this work is devoted, is one in which I have long felt a 
deep interest. Iwas quite young when I was converted. Shortly 
after my conversion, I heard a sermon on the subject of entire 
sanctification, which led me to form the resolution that I would 
continue to plead with the Lord for this blessing, until it should 
be mine. About this time, also, I read the “Memoirs of Miss 
Bingham,” who professed to have received this grace at an early 


age. Having, however, very indefinite and imperfect views of. 
the gospel requirements, my efforts to become holy did not con- 


tinue long. After the lapse of a year or two, I again became in- 
terested in the subject. No kind of reading was so interesting to 
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84 GUIDE TO HOLINESS. 


me as that which treated of or related to entire sanctification, and oft 
times I have been unspeakably blessed in contemplating the believ- 
er’s privilege. My desires continued with unabated ardor. I cared 
only for religious conversation. The ‘ Way of Holiness,” was put 
into my harids. After reading this, the way seemed plainer. I 
endeavored to offer myself a living sacrifice to God, which I tried 
to do by denying myself all gratification, and taking up every cross. 


- At length I felt relief. I could rejoice with joy unspeakable, and 


for a short time went on my way rejoicing— but soon the enemy 
robbed me of my peace. I thought my whole experience a delu- 
sion. I wandered on in darkness for several months ; but blessed — 


be the name of the Lord, he did not desert me, though I had shut — 


out the light inmy soul. I again found peace in believing. I now. 
enjoyed the evidence of adoption, but felt the remains of the car- 
nal mind. I strove hard against sin, and enjoyed many seasons 
of refreshing from the presence of the. Lord. I made a formal 
dedication of myself to God. My time, my talents, and all that 
I possessed I wished to have included in the sacrifice. I grew in 
grace daily ; yet was far from being satisfied with my experience. 
A few months after having made the above mentioned consecra- ~ 


| tion, I read “ Faith and its Effects.” I could now sing, 


‘“*Q, joyful sound of Gospel Grace, 
Christ shall in me appear; 
I, even I shall see his face, 
I shall be holy here.” 


But though convinced it was through faith in His name I was 

to be made whole, it was some time before I ventured all upon 
him. With ardor I would often.seek after him, but when he drew 
near I grieved him away by my unbelief, or rather, through yielding 
to the suggestions of Satan. After such seasons as these, I would 
return to my occupation: with a heavy heart. A state of reli- 
gious indolence, or dullness of soul would follow. Thus I contin- 
_ ued for some time, till, feeling that I had grieved the Holy Spirit, I 
resolved thatif the same earnestness of soul should be granted 

me, as I had before experienced, I would not again put off the time 
of receiving this blessing. It was granted, and I felt persuaded 


that the work would be done, and done now. I felt that it must be 
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CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE. 


done ere I left my room. I continued in prayer and meditation 
till I could confidently say that the work was done. I was satis- 
fied with my portion. It is two years this month since that time. 
I can never forget it. Never for one moment since have I lost the 
evidence of my adoption into the family of God’s dear children ; 
yet I must say that, oftentimes, in looking at my unworthiness, 


and at how far I come short, in myself, of fulfilling the perfect 


law of God, I have doubted of my being in the state of grace 
called entire sanctification. At the present time I do not have 
the shadow of a doubt. I enjoy perfect peace of mind in the 
confidence that God gives me the thing I ask. O, how much is 
comprehended in these words of inspiration, “ Thou wilt-keep him 
in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on thee, because he trusteth 
in thee.” © that all his beloved children possessed this constant 
peace, this freedom from unholy tempers, this perfect love which 
casts out fear. I find many earnest Christians who have been 


long seeking this pearl of great price. But they fail to enter into’ 
the promised land in consequence of their unbelief. That such 


may be speedily blessed with an increase of faith, and that the 
work of holiness may be revived throughout all the churches, 


the heartfelt prayer of your sister in Christ. 
Feb., 1898, 


ORIGINAL. 
FROM ONE OF THE SONS OF LEVI. 
Tue following was received just as we were going to press. It was doubtless 


intended by the writer asa private letter, but editors are a privileged class, and 
will sometimes take liberties which, in others, may be considered of question- 


able propriety. We trust we have the confidence of our correspondents, and they — 


may rest assured we shall not abuse it. The printer was just dunning us for 
“more copy ” when this letter came to hand ;— can we be blamed if we regarded 


this as a providential supply of the demand? Wecan assure our brother our own | 


heart was greatly quickened as we perused his epistle, and, we doubt not, it will 
have a similar influence upon our readers. Let us, in this connection, affection. 
ately inquire if there are not others among those who were so greatly blessed at 
Eastham, whose duty it may be to publish, to the praise of God’s grace, an ac- 
count of his merciful dealings with them, 


Dear Bro. Degen :— While thinking of Eastham this morn- 
ing, I felt quite a desire to communicate to you a short account of 
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80 GUIDE TO HOLINESS. 


my state since I saw you. ‘The consecration I made to God while 
Bro. Quimby was exhorting was real and full—1 continued to 
hang by faith on the promises of God, and while in Boston, I felt 
alone with the Lord. Had a sweet rest of body and niind ou my 
passage home — the first rest of body I ever had in a steamboat 
—found my family well and happy. Every moment since my re- 
turn, I have lived by faith on the Son of God. But asingle shade | 
has passed over me, and then I caused the idol to die on God’s 
altar — the peace came again. Before, and, indeed, for years, it 
was hard work, at times, to live a Christian — to do the work of a 
Christian minister. Now, it is easy living — God keeps me — he 
isso near, his face is so full of compassion, his arm is round ahout 
( me; I have no desire to sin. O, he saves me now! Difficulties, 
or what seemed to be difficulties, are all gone. The cross of Christ 
is resplendent with vlory—the rugged and thorny pathway is 
turned into a shining way — the rugged stones have become jew- 
els— thorns have become fragrant flowers. I cannot find lan- 
euage to describe the change that God has wrought im me. 

O, how my soul is hunbled in view of my long unfaithfulness and 
unbelief! How much more I might have done, had I been a holy 
nan! How many souls will be lost forever through my unfaithful- 
~ ness, can only be known in the judgment. What wrath is my 
| due! but I hide my guilty soul in the blood of the Lamb. 0, the ! 
| atonement! What a covering of the soul! What infinite merit ! | 

Ihe way to be saved, brother, is plain; never so plain as now. 
While I write, my soul exults in the boundless love of my Almighty 
Redeemer. 

Brother, I thank you for encouraging me to go to Eastham. | 
see the hand of God in it all. Bro. ‘Girbsin, Bro. Palmer and- 
: wife, Bro. Quimby — those faitliful ones —Q, how God led me ! — it 
| seemed that they were call sent there for my good. Praise the 
| 


+ 
or 


d 


Lord! 
Love’ to all the brethren. 


Yours, with a full heart in Christ J esus, 
H: C. Tinton. 


Rockland, Aug. 23, 1853. 
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CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE. et 


ORIGINAL. 


CHRIST MY SALVATION. 


BY A. C. IVES. 


Like tones of sweet music these words fall upon my ear. 
Again and again my lips repeat the precious accents, while il 


heart responds with “ joy unutterable and full of glory.” 


One year ago “this present month Christ became the bridegroom 
of my soul. Led by my covenant-keeping God, to an entire con- 
secration of soul and body to him, he was pleased to give a bright 


and indisputable evidence ‘‘ of a new creation in Christ Jesus.” 
Q! the blessedness of that eventful hour, when mighty faith beheld 


in the bleeding ‘‘ Lamb of God a perfect atonement for my every 
sin”’—when from that wounded side there flowed a stream, each 
drop of which, as it touched my polluted heart, made it pure as 
new fallen snow. What infinite love! what infinite condescension ! 
to a frail worm of earth. Shout! shout! ye heirs of a full salva- 
tion, to Him who giveth us ‘ victory through ‘our Lord Jesus 


Christ,” whose blood cleanseth us from “ all unrighteousness.” 


For many years a professor of religion, God hath borne as a 
patient father with a wayward child, all my shortcomings, my 
coldness, and love of earthly idols. Some of these he took from me, 
and though I bowed my head as the rod of affliction passed over, 
still I could not say with a meek heart ‘ Father, thy will be done.” 

The perusal of ‘‘ Mrs. Palmer’s Works,” and the conversations 
of a faithful minister, at this time, aided by the Holy Spirit, pre- 
pared the way for my advancement. ‘The path was very plain. 
I believed it was the ‘* will of God, even my entire sanctification,’’ 
and my soul panted for a glimpse of the glorious inner sanctuary. 
_ Sickness came, and intense physical suffering. ‘Temptation 
assailed — darker the waters rolled, but far above their tumult, a 
voice said ** give me thy whole heart.’’ Waking or sleeping, that 


voice was ever beside me —I feared —I hesitated — will the _ 


Savior accept sucha sinful breast? Can so great a blessing be 
in store for me, the least among Christ’s disciples ?”’ 

The Holy Spirit whispered ‘‘ Only believe. God 1s willing 
now to bestow the blessing.”’ ‘Trembling I gathered up my all and 
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hastened to the altar. Turn back I would not, and then began a 
conflict no language can describe. Upon that bed of suffering 


my whole being groaned for perfect purity. Words failed me; 1 | 
coyld not speak. Intervening ages rolled away, and I stood with 


the “ Man Christ Jesus” on Calvary ; and with one mighty grasp 
of faith my soul comprehended, in a second’s time, the fulness of 
his dying words, “It is finished. ” The work yas complete. I 
rested on an everlasting arm, as the recording angel sealed me the 
“ Beloved” in the “ great Book of Life.” Hallelujah! The way 


srows brighter as I pass through this wilderness. I fear not, for. 


“ while my Redeemer lives I shall live also.” I love to sit every 
day at Jesus’ feet and learn of ‘‘ Him who was meek and lowly in 


heart.” The veil seems very thin that separates me from my 


‘“‘ Beloved ;”’ it will soon be rent asunder, and then “ eye to eye, in 


the kingdom of God I shall see him whom my soul delighteth in, 


and sing with ‘every kindred and nation’ the song of salvation. 
through the blood of the Lamb.” - 
Spencertown, NV. Y. | 


Che Wark. 


ORIGINAL. 


RESULTS OF MISSIONARY LABOR IN FRANCE. 


BY REV. W. BUTLER. 


From the correspondence of a minister in the South of France 
we are enabled to lay before our readers a full account of an 
interesting event which occurred there last month, and a few par- 
ticulars of which have found their way into the public papers. 

There is now quartered. in a city in the South of France, a 
regiment of the line, remarkable for its well ordered discipline. 

In that regiment there are four or five fervent and courageous 
disciples of the Savior. They were Roman Catholics by birth and 
education : but previous to their entering the army, while at home 


in the North, they became acquainted with the saving truths of 
the Gospel, through the instrumentality of the Baptist missionaries- 
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THE MISSIONARY WORK. 89 


These entered their hearts, and became 
members of the Baptist Church. | 

Nor has their new, and often trying, situation in life, at all 

abated their love for Christ, or their open confession of his name. 

Our readers are aware that the army in France is not recruited in 

_ the same way as itis in this country. Here they enlist as volunteers ; | 
but there young men, from twenty-one years upwards, are requir- 
ed by law to serve in turn for a term of seven years. Our young 
friends were drawn to serve their country as soldiers and joined — 

_ their regiment firmly resolved to confess their Savior in whatever. 
circumstances they might be placed. Ne or have such opportunities 
| been lacking. 

The late Popish feast of Corpus Christi, has been a time of 
‘ great demonstrations on the part of the Roman Catholic. communi- 

q ty. Processions have taken place this year in towns and villages | 
in which no such demonstrations have been witnessed for thirty 

years ; yea, even since the Revolution of 1789! In the South, at 

Nimes, and in some of the neighbouring Protestant villages — we 
mean where thé Romanist population is a small minority—unheard 
of pomp and splendor have been exhibited. ‘This is, it is true, 
in direct contradiction with the fundamental acts and institutions 
the ‘State, by which it is declared that wherever a Protestant 

Consistorial Church exists, no such processions are to take place. © 

To give greater importance to the processions, this year, the mili- | 
| tary have generally been called out to follow in the train, and to 

swell the triumph. 

One Sunday morning, therefore, last saath, the company in 
which is found the little band of pious soldiers, above referred to, 
was called to proceed toward a village not far from head quarters, 
there to grace the ‘procession, and, it is said, to protect it from 
heretical assaults. 

Our friends as they proceeded on their way, were, however, 
fully resolved to confess their Master, and not to act contrary to 
| their conscience whatever might happen. The detachment arriv- 
ed in due time on the village square, preparatory to being billeted 
for the day ‘The pious soldiers knew that there was a Methodist — 
Society in the place; and their first care was to inquire where 
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these Christians might be found. ‘ A young girl was appealed 


to: * Do you know,” one inquired, ‘‘ where those people live, 


who neither do as the Catholics nor as the Protestants, but who 
pray to God and love his Word?” “Oh! I know who you 


mean, they are the Cooks.” Such is indeed the name by which 


the Methodists are designated. The reader will understand 
the allusion to refer to the venerable President of the French 
Conference, Dr. Cook, who had in years past labored and suffered . 


‘in the South of France, and has left his name, and something still - 


better beside, as a memento of the divine blessing on christian de- 
votedness. 

“Well, ” said. the soldier, “ perhaps these are the people I 
want.’? The girl pointed to another and replied, “There is a 
little girl whose grandmother is a Cooky. Iwill callher.” She did 
so, and the child came forward. The soldier explained to her what 
he wanted, and she ran off to call her grandmother. Having re- 


ecived their billets the pious soldiers were met at their quarters by 


the Methodist grandmother and a few other Christian friends, 
where they enjoyed a season of sweet intercourse and communion 
of spirit. They then went to the hittle Methodist Chapel, where 
they had a prayer meeting, and sought for grace to be able to act 
with Christian firmness in the trying hour. : And grace was given In 
time of need. | 

In the afternoon the Popish procession was formed, ial the 
soldiers drawn up for the accustomed salute. Thousands of spec- 


tators thronged the square to witness so unusual, so splendid a 


pageant. Our readers are aware that, on the elevation of the 
host, or consecrated wafer, which is said by Popish teachings to 
be the veritable body of the Lord Jesus, the faithful are required 
to fall down in a solemn act of adoration! This was a part of the 


ritual of the day. At a signal given, prostrate went the Catholics 


present ; and the order from the commander of the troops to his 
men went forth, ‘‘ Soldiers, on your knees!” The entire detach- 


ment obeyed, with only four exceptions. Who these were the 
reader will understand. There they stood : a 


faithful found, 
Among t the faithless, faithful only they.” 
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The officer looked amazed : “ On your knees !” he repeated ; but 
the men stood still, their muskets resting on their shoulders. | En- 


raged he drew his sword, and coming up to the first of them, and 


presenting it to his breast he exclaimed, as he threatened to run 


him through, — “ Down with you, sir!”? The calm reply of the 
Christian hate was — Wo, captain; my God and my conscience 


forbid it.” The naked sword retained its position before the 


breast of the courageous confessor of the truth, while the officer 


added —“ Do you disregard my orders? You are under arrest, 


sir, and a council of war will teach you eee ”” - © Come what 


may, I must obey God rather than man,’ ’ quietly replied the 
soldier ; and he stood calm, and said no more. 


The spectators were stonished, and the inquiry went round 


who could those four men be? And then the word circulated among 
the crowd They are Cooks.” Another said, They will be 
punished ;”’ and it was answered — “ Thése people don’t fear 


what one does to them; they love their religion better than their 
> The Mass terminated, and it was soon circulated that in 


the evening one of these soldiers would preach in the Methodist 


Chapel. The whole place was in commotion. Long before the ap- 


among the hearers there was a sprinkling of military uniforms. 
The soldier took his place in the pulpit, and preached a good gos- 
pel sermon. Great attention was manifested, and it is hoped that 
the words and conduct of those ‘* devout soldiers’ have left an 
impression which will not be easily effaced. | 

It will be perceived that they have not been placed under arrest, 
as was feared. They apprehended, undoubtedly, that they might 
be brought before a court martial, and be condemned to be shot. 


But the colonel refused to proceed, and the matter has been hush- 
ed up. It appears that this is not the first time our friends have. 


had to fight the good fight ; revilings, threats, and cajolings, have 
not bee: lacking, to deter them from their an; ; but with no ef- 
fect. The battle is won, and won for ever. 

It is the custom of the little Christian band, on the arrival of the 
regiment in a town, to hire a room in a convenient situation ; 
where they invite their comrades to pass their leisure hours in 


pointed hour the Chapel was crowded, “inside and outside, ”’ and 
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92 | GUIDE TO HOLINESS. 


reading and in useful conversation. At six o’clock every evening © 


there is a sort of service ; reading the scriptures, exhortation, and 


prayer; and itis stated that many soldiers have been rendered — 


serious by the Christian efforts of their pious comrades. May they 
ever continue burning and shining lights—blessed themselves, and 
made a blessing to others. 
Westfield, July. 30, 18538. 


SELECTED. 


FULNESS OF CHRIST. 


FROM ROMAINE’S WALK OF FAITH. 


Every thing needful for the salvation of the sinner is fully as_ 


_ well as freely provided by the exceeding riches of grace, and is 
treasured up by the Father’s love in the fulness of the Son. To 
this the Spirit bears witness in the word of truth, and seals his 
witness upon the believer’s heart. It pleased the Father that in 
the Word made flesh should all fulness dwell, and that out of his 
fulness his people should receive grace for grace. ‘This is the in- 
finite ocean. There is not a stream, not a drop of grace to be 


had but from hence: Jesus Christ, as God-man, has it all in him- 


self, and for the same end, as the head has the senses in itself. 
He has it to communicate to his members a fulness of light and 
life, of sense and understanding, of love and joy, yea, of every 
spiritual blessing. On him, as the head of the body, the church, 
every believing member is directed to live. On him must he de- 
pend at all times; and to him must he go for all things. If he 
seek pardon and peace, righteousness and holiness, a supply of his 
wants, strength for his warfare, comforts under his miseries, if he 
expect life in death, and life eternal, he-must make continual use 
of the fulness of Jesus; for in him dwelleth all the fulness of the 
Godhead bodily. It dwelleth in him as in an overflowing fountain. 
The Father’s love to his adopted children, the experience of it by 
the grace of the Spirit, are entirely in and from the salvation of 
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Jesus Christ. Out of his fulness comes every covenant mercy of 
the Godhead, and in a rich abundant stream, always flowing with 


some blessing or other into the believer’s soul. The enjoyment of 


it on his part, may not be always alike comfortable, but is always _ 


alike sure on God’s part. Nothing can stop it. Nothing can turn 
Unto the place from whence the rivers come, thither 
they return again. The river of the water of life proceeds out 


its course. 


of the throne of God and the Lamb, and it will be running on. 
till it come back into its own ocean. ‘“ The water that I will give 
him,’ says Jesus, speaking. of the believer, ‘shall be in him 


fountain of water springing up into everlasting life,’ and bring 


with it the fulness of joy and pleasures for evermore. 


Partry. 
1 LAY MY SINS ON JESUS. 


I lay my sins on Jesus, 
The spotless Lamb of God, 
He bears them all and frees us 
From the accursed load. 
I bring my guilt to Jesus, 
To wash my crimes and stains 
White in that blood most precious, 
Till not a spot remains. 


I tell my wants to Jesus — 
All fulness dwells in him ; 
He healeth my diseases, 
He doth my soul redeem. 
I lay my griefs on Jesus, 
My burden and my care ; 
He from them all releases, 
He all my sorrow shares. 
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I long to be like Jesus, 
Meek, loving, lowly, mild ; 

I long to be like Jesus, - 

The Father’s holy child, — 

I long to be with Jesus, 
Amid the heavenly throng ; 
‘To sing with saints his praises, 

And learn the Angels’ song. 


THE CONSECRATION. 


Come my fond flutt’ring heart, 
Come, thou must now be free ; 
Thou and the world must part, 


However hard it be: 


My weeping passions own ’tis just, 
Yet cling still closely to the dust. 


Ye fond pursuits forbear, 
Ye dearest idols fall ; 
My love you cannot share, 
For Jesus must have all: 
‘Tis bitter pain, ’tis cruel smart, 
But O, thou must consent, my heart. 


Ye gay enchanting throng, 
Ye golden dreams farewell ; 
_ Karth has prevailed too long, 
Now I must break the spell ; 
Go, cherished joys of earlier years. 


Jesus, forgive these parting tears. --- 


Welcome thou bleeding cross, 
Welcome the way to God : 
My former gains were loss, 
_ My path was folly’s road: 
. At last my heart is undeceived, 
The world is given and God received, 
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EDITORIAL MISCELLANY. ‘So 


Chiturial Risrellany. 


OUR FEAST OF TABERNACLES. 


In company with a large detachment of the church under our pastoral care, we 
left Boston on Tuesday, the 9th of August, in the beautiful. steamer St. Law- 


rence, for Eastham, where for many, many ‘years, our annual festival has been 
held. Among our.fellow passengers we had the pleasure of greeting our old friends 


Dr. Palmer and lady, from New York, together with others whose names we 
have often*heard associated with the doctrine so dear to our heart, but with whom 

we have never before enjoyed the pleasure of a personal acquaintance. How 
sweet is communion with those who are in close sympathy with Jesus ! 
the passage, an appropriate discourse was preached by the Rev. I. J.P. Collyer, 
of Cambridgeport, which was succeeded by remarks from Brother and Sister 
Palmer, and others. An incident oceurr ed during the progress of these exercises, 
too interesting to pass unnoticed. The Rev. Perez Mason, our City Missionary 


in Boston, after a brief exhortation, took’a paper out of his pocket, which he said 
he had been requested to read. It was as follows :-— 


‘* Cyrus Sturdevant requests the prayers of God’s people here assembled, for 


himself, officers, and crew, that they may all be sharers in the riches of God’s 
grace in this world; and that, when the voyage of life is over, they may all find 
safe anchorage i in the glorious harbor of Heaven.”? _ 

It is hardly necessary to say that the request was cordially responded to. Sey- 
eral prayers were offered in which our worthy Captain manifested a deep interest. 


Capt. Sturdevant, we understand, is a member of the Methodist Church in Chest- 


nut Street, Portland, Me. 0, that all our vessels were commanded by Christian 
men! How speedily would the abundance of the sea be converted to God. 

After a pleasant run of five hours we reached our destination, and entered im- 
mediately upon the duties that called us together. Never have we seen a meeting 
commenced with a better spirit. It was evident that a large proportion of those 
present had come prepared to labor for God. In this respect we were greatly in 


advance of last year. Our own precious flock have been, we trust, greatly quick- 


ened of late, by meetings which we have held, for some time past, on Wednesday 
evening, for the promotion of holiness. Many had come with the earnest cry in 
their souls, ‘* Create in me a clean heart, O God! and renew a right spirit within 

e.” To this point, through the gracious overruling Providence of God, everything 
seemed to tend ; and in proportion as the church became baptized into this grace, 
were sinners awakened and converted. On Thursday, the subject of Christian 
Perfection was distinctly set forth in a sermon preached by Rev. Mr. Gorham, of 
the Wyoming Conference. Bating one or two points, which, perhaps, our brother 
in his zeal did not sufficiently guard and explain, the sermon was generally ac- 
knowledged as a most clear and lucid exposition of the doctrine. Certain it is, 
that God set his seal to the word. Scores, if not hundreds, including ministers 
and people, at the close of the sermon, pressed forward to the stand, and sought 
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unitedly to be made perfect in love. We will venture at, some future time to give 
our readers asynopsis of the discourse, only regretting that we cannot convey on 
paper the fire that glowed in the features and voice of the speaker. © ‘a 
It cannot be concealed, however, that this discourse, while it carried conviction 
to many hearts, awakened strong opposition im others. ‘*O, Jerusalem ! wilt 
thou not be made clean? When shall it once be?’? Perhaps this opposition may 
arise from the abuses of the doctrine, —the inconsistent lives of some who have | 
professed it, or from the want of a clear apprehension of the Wesleyan theory — 
but, painful as is the admission, we cunnot avoid the conviction that, in our own — 
loved communion, there are some who discard Mr. Wesley’s views on this subject 
altogether, while others vainly imagine that a justified state will allow of the 
idols to which they cling with such tenacity.. But truth must and will prevail. 
A brighter day is dawning on the church. She will yet come ‘* up from the wilder- 
ness Jeaning upon her beloved,’’ ‘‘ arrayed in fine linen, clean and white,’’ and 
every way made ready for her marriage tothe Lamb. ‘‘ Alleluia! for the Lord 
God Omnipotent reigneth !’’ God honored the labors of his faithful servant, 
and an impulse was given to this gracious work, such as we have never before 
witnessed. From the testimonies borne at the Love Feast on Sabbath morning, 
we judge that many, very many, including several ministers, have at this meeting 
entered into the Canaan of. perfect love. Our own precious: flock have shared 
largely in this grace. To God be all the praise. 
On our way home, we were favored with another discourse from Bro. Gor- 
ham, on Matt. v., 6, followed by a soul-stirring exhortation from Rev. H. C. Til- 
~ ton, of the E. Maine Conference, a brother greatly beloved in the Lord. To many 
hearts was the precious promise of the text fulfilled. We reached our homes in 
safety, and parted from our loved friends with the firm purpose of diffusing, by 
God’s grace, the holy leaven in the several fields to which Providence had assigned 
us. We predict that glorious results will follow this holy festival. 


LITERARY NOTICES. 


ARTHUR ELLERSLIE, or The Brave Boy, is the title of the first of a new series 
for juveniles, entitled “ My Uncle Toby’s Library,’’ published by George C. Rand, 
No. 8, Cornhill. It will be, perhaps, a sufficient commendation of this small vol- 
ume to say that it is from the pen of the renowned Francis Forrester, Esq., the ed- 
itor of Forrester’s Boys’ and Girls’ Magazine, who has already earned, among the 
young, certainly, the reputation of being one of the best writers in the world. 
The series, when completed, will contain twelve volumes, elegantly bound, and 
illustrated with upwards of SIXTY BEAUTIFUL ENGRAVINGS. The book before 

- us is printed on superior paper, and in large and splendid type. Retail price, 25 
cents. We can cordially recommend it to the Christian parent, as just the thing 


for children. 


A Few THovuGHTs ON THE Duties OF Woman. By Horace MANN. 


Syracuse: Hall, Mills § Co. Boston: Sold by Wm. J. Reynolds & Co., 24 
Cornhill. 


We have read the above work with unmingled pleasure. It is emphatically a 
book for the times. The tendencies on the part of woman to depart some her - 
propriate sphere, a8 developed in the ““Woman’s Rights” doctrine, and “ Bloom- 
erite ’’ customs of the present age, are faithfully exposed, and her true position as 


clearly delineated. The subject is treated with a Christian spirit, and in that 
set style so peculiar to Mr. Mann. It ought to be scattered broadcast over 
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